SCRANTON HIGH SCHOOL
TOURNAMENT INFORMATION

11/6/09-11/7/09  - Convention Weekend
A new regional tournament!  They are offering low entry fees and what appears to be a great schedule of events.  In addition, we’re returning to Mr. Y’s hometown area where he will be exposing everyone to the world of NE PA cuisine (and his parents!).  

Departure:
Friday (11/6) from RHS – 11:00am  
Return:
Saturday at (12/7) RHS – 10:00pm


Transportation:
School Bus
Hotel:
One night;

Courtyard Scranton


16 Glenmaura National Boulevard
Moosic, PA 18507
(570) 969-2100
Cost:
We’re asking $60.00 from each student to help cover hotel costs + one entry fees.  Plan on bringing an additional $15 per day for food.  If you want to double, etc. enter, please add an additional $15.
.

Make checks payable to “RHS Student Activities”

Attending

Coach:

Mr. David Yastremski – 1-973-981-0841 - cell

TOURNAMENT GUIDELINES
	Speech Events

Varsity Events

Oral Interpretation of Literature 

Dramatic Interpretation –
Humorous Interpretation 
Duo Interpretation of Literature –The sections must be memorized. Movement should be limited and suggested rather than exaggerated. 
Original Oratory 
Extemporaneous Speaking –
Extemporaneous Commentary – Students participating in extemporaneous commentary are given 25 minutes to prepare a five minute speech (with a 30-second grace period) on a topic relevant to modern politics. Students in commentary deliver their speeches sitting down, usually on the opposite side of a table from the judge(s). Students are score based on oration skills, speech organization, and use of sources and are ranked by the judges in comparison to the other competitors who give speeches in the same room.


	Novice Events

Oratorical Declamation – CFL rules 
Oral Interpretation of Prose
Oral Interpretation of Poetry 
Dramatic Performance 
Duo Interpretation of Literature –

Original Oratory –
Extemporaneous Speaking 
Debate Events

Lincoln Douglas Debate – Five preliminary rounds of LD beginning Friday afternoon, breaking to Octofinals (pending entries), and using the November-December NFL LD topic.  5 min prep.

Public Forum Debate – Five preliminary rounds of beginning Friday afternoon, breaking to Octofinals (pending entries), and using the November NFL PF topic. Public Forum will follow CFL rules with assigned sides and Pro speaking first
Congress – Three preliminary Congress sessions beginning Friday evening, breaking to a Super Session Saturday afternoon.  No double entry. Congress students must submit 1 bill for every 3 participants and 1 bill for super-session.  This legislation is due by Friday October 23, 2009 by 9pm and should be emailed to Langan.Invitational@gmail.com.  




RULES FOR STUDENTS AND CHAPERONES:

1. There is no smoking at any time on/during a Ridge Forensics trip/event.

2. There is no drinking/drug use at any time on/during a Ridge Forensics event.  Chaperones, please do not order alcoholic beverages with meals.  Choices that do not comply with these rules will result in immediate action/discipline by the Director of Forensics, the Ridge High School administration, or the Bernards Township Board of Education.

3. Departure times and places will be set throughout the trip.  Please make sure you are EARLY for each departure time/place.

4. Chaperone room check is 11:00pm. every night.  Lights out is midnight.  Remember, our mission at this tournament is for competition purposes.  You need to be well-rested and prepared for your competition the following days.  Be sure all ice, beverages, candy, chips, and other vending options are purchased before 10:59pm.

5. Chaperone courtesy – All chaperones accompanying the team are to be given the fullest respect at all times.

6. Free time – The competition provides a considerable amount of free time for you.  AT NO TIME ARE YOU TO TRAVEL ALONE!!!  A coach or chaperone is to know your location at all times.  Do not plan to travel too far from the hotel grounds and competition sites.  NO EXCUSES!  Do not travel together in groups of less than two (pref. three) people.

7. You hotel room – Please keep it neater than your room at home.  Do not incur any additional charges, i.e. – phone, video, room service, etc.  You will be responsible for any damage or charges.  Grades, transcripts, and/or diplomas will be withheld until proper payment is made.

8. Respect for others – Please be reminded that your neighbors in the hotels may not forensically involved.  Regardless of why they are staying at the hotel, they are guests who are paying good money for good service.  Respect is assumed at all times in reference to talking, yelling, tv, radio, or even “interp” practice.  Remember, others may need more sleep than you do.  Please respect all hotel guests, staff, and other teams.  I’m sure Ridge High School students will never be reported for any disorderly or rude behavior.

9. Please remember this is a long forensics competition – not a short vacation.  You are to be focused upon your event(s) at all times.  Students who do not show up for rounds will be subject to disciplinary action after returning home.  I ask everybody to carry dignity and respect in your actions, conversations, and rounds.  Remember someone is always around the corner or sitting right next to you.  DO NOT speak of other teams, competitors, performances, judges, rounds, the overall tournament, or even the city you are in – until we are on the bus riding home.  Always show courtesy in actions and words.

We have had few infractions in the past; please continue to work toward setting a standard for future teams to follow.  I ask you all to do your best and have a great time.  I thank you all in advance for your dedication, cooperation, and commitment.

Student Signature:______________________________
PERMISSION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM

STUDENT AGREEMENT:

I agree to abide by all spoken and written rules during the entire trip.  I understand that a serious violation of these rules may result in being sent home at my family’s expense, expulsion from the group, and potential disciplinary action by the administration of Ridge High School.  I also understand my actions my jeopardize the safety and success of my team, and will strive to uphold the standards of good character and ethics as a member of Ridge Forensics.

________________________________
___________________

Team member signature:




Date:

PARENT / GUARDIAN AGREEMENT

I have read the attached information and student rules and have reviewed them with my child.  I am in full support of my child’s participation in this trip.  I am prepared to accept the financial responsibility for this trip should my child fail to do so him/herself.  If at the discretion of the Director of Forensics, my child needs to be sent home due to illness or violation of student rules, I agree to be responsible for all transportation and subsequent costs.

________________________________
___________________

Parent/Guardian signature




Date:

RELEASE AND INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT FOR TOURNAMENT COVERING PERSONAL INJURY, DEATH, AND PROPERTY DAMAGE

We/I the undersigned, are/am the parent/guardian of a member of the Ridge Forensics team desiring to participate in the Scranton High School Forensics tournament.  I am executing this Release and Indemnification Agreement in order to induce the Bernards Twp. Board of Education and Ridge High School to sponsor the trip and competition and to permit the undersigned student to participate in that trip and competition.

I am aware that the speech tournament will involve travel by School Bus and that any such travel may take place in and involve hazardous conditions.  We/I understand that during the trip, the activities will be monitored by the Director and/or Assistant Director of Ridge Forensics and chaperones, but the supervision will not be direct and continuous for 24 hours each day.  I understand the students will be unsupervised at times each day.

I hereby release the Bernards Twp. Board of Education and its agents and employees including without limitation, any parent/teacher/chaperone (herinafter collectively the “Board”), from, and agree to indemnify and hold the Board harmless with respect to all claims arising out of the child’s participation in this trip for the personal injury or death of my child.  I also release the Board from, and agree to indemnify and hold it harmless with respect to all claims arising out of my child’s participation in this trip for damage to the property of my child or the property of others as a result of the acts of my child.

My child is aware that the Director and/or Assistant Director of Forensics and chaperones will be in charge of the students and the students must follow their directions.  We understand and agree that Ridge High School, the Bernards Twp. Board of Education, the individual chaperones, or individuals connected with this trip in any respect are hereby released from any and all claims and do further agree that the school, the Board of Education, and such personals shall not be liable for any injuries or expenses whatever.  We agree to indemnify and hold harmless the school and the above persons from any claims, damages, or expenses in the event that suit is commenced by or on behalf of my child or children.

I further agree to pay any responsible attorney’s fees and costs of litigation should any lawsuit against the Board of Education result from my child’s participation on this trip.

______________________________
________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature


Parent/Guardian signature

I have reviewed the release and indemnity agreement signed by my parent/guardian.  I agree to abide by the rules, guidelines, and instructions of the Director and/or Assistant Director of Forensics and parent/teacher/chaperones or any of them, and to conduct myself in a safe manner at all times.  I also hereby join in and agree to be bound by the release and indemnification agreement signed by my parent/guardian.

______________________________
__________________

Student Signature



Date

