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       Language Arts
Reading Notes

An overview

You are required to maintain an active log of notes for each work that we read during this course.  This assignment serves you in multiple ways.  First, it will help you process and develop the information in order to recall and relate the literature in other classroom assignments/discussions.  Second, it will help garner active reading techniques which will benefit you in future academic endeavors (namely, college).  Finally, it serves your grade as an easy ‘A,’  provided you simply complete the assignment appropriately.  You are free to adopt any individual approach to the art of note taking; however, there will be several criteria applied when evaluating your notes.

1. Notes will be evaluated at-random.  In other words, do not wait until the end of a work to record your notes.  Also, be ready to present them for evaluation at any time (even if you type them, text them, IM them, facebook them, etc.).  These notes are to serve you in class (as well as outside);  be sure to have them at all times.

2. Notes should clearly reflect the reader’s unique engagement with a text; hence, they can take several forms, yet are not limited to

a. Summaries

b. Outlines

c. Tables/Charts

d. Annotations

e. Literature Logs

f. Freewriting 
3. Notes should reflect the reader’s active engagement with a text.  Notes should be thorough and offer a comprehensive view of the literature.  Avoid any gaps from the texts.
4. Notes should reflect the reader’s organized engagement with a text.  Notes should be organized and easily understood by another reader familiar with the text.  Also, they must be transferable (meaning you still have access to them after turning your book in (Post-its are discouraged)).  
5. Notes should reflect the reader’s timely engagement with a text.  More specifically, consider the notes due along with any and all reading due dates.  If you are to have page 100 read by Tuesday, then notes reflecting up to page 100 are due on the same day.  However, this doesn’t preclude you from adding or revising notes during class discussions, lectures, or after reflecting for a day or so.  
Please see me with any questions regarding this assignment; 
Format is at your discretion (written or typed, in notebooks, on legal pads, color coded, staples, binders, paper clips, etc.)  








