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      Public Speaking

THE COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

Name:_________________________________________________________
LENGTH:




3-5 minutes

AREAS OF EVALUATION:


Content


- Clear, direct, and well-crafted message.

- Supported with examples, quotations, anecdotes, testimony, or other secondary sources (with appropriate citations).

- Language reflects appropriate tone and style.

- Rhetorical techniques appropriately and effectively utilized.

(Structural repetition, balance, tricolon, etc.)

Organization


- Clear structure and development of topic.

- Introduction intrigues the audience and warrants their attention via significance, relevance, and clear statement of central idea.

- Body of speech shows clear development with topic sentences, thesis reminders, and internal transitions.

- Conclusion provides appropriate resolution by restating central idea, reviewing key points, reminding audience of significance, and establishing clear closure.

Delivery


- Credibility established (sincerity, mastery, interest, and trustworthiness) via delivery and style.

- Communication style reflects dignity and integrity.

- Verbal and Nonverbal behaviors enhance the communication of the message.

- Students may use the lectern, along with the full-text of the speech, however, the audience should be the focus of the speaker, not the written text.
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Grade:_______________
