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Public Speaking

COMMENCEMENT SPEECHES
Your final weeks of Public Speaking will provide you with the opportunity to leave this group of individuals with a pertinent and poignant message of which you feel most importance.  We will also look at some famous commencement address by some famous (and not-so-famous individuals) to analyze and evaluate style and technique.

Tue. 1/2/07
Read in your textbook, pages 417-427.  Complete Review Questions: 1-7. (turn in)

Homework:
Complete Assignment #1: Be prepared to turn in tomorrow.

Wed. 1/3/07

Complete Assignment #2

Homework: 
Begin writing your speech.

Thu. 1/4/07

Evaluation of Commencement Address – Al Franken

Writing Workshop
Homework:
Have your outline completed for Monday

Fri. 1/5/07


Evaluation of Commencement Address – Anderson Cooper


Writing Workshop


Homework:
Have your outline completed for Monday.

Mon. 1/8/07
Evaluation of Commencement address – Whoopi Goldberg

Writing Workshop

Homework: 
Have your introduction completed

Tue. 1/9/07
Evaluation of Commencement addresses - Billy Joel

Writing Workshop

Homework:
Have your first paragraph completed

Wed. 1/10/07 

Evaluation of Commencement address - Sara Martin

Writing Workshop

Homework:
Have your second paragraph completed

Thu. 1/11/07

Evaluation of Commencement address – Jon Bon Jovi

Writing Workshop

Homework:
Have your third paragraph & conclusion completed.

Fri. 1/12/07 

Rehearsal Day

Homework:
Keep practicing your speech.

Mon-Fri. 1/15/07-1/19/07

Presentation Days
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      Public Speaking

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

ASSIGNMENT #1

SITUATION: You have been assigned the task of presenting a “commencement address” to your public speaking class.  This opportunity allows you to leave your audience with a message of which you truly feel impassioned and focused.

DIRECTION: Reflect upon the final message you wish to leave your classmates.  What are some of the ideas you wish to communicate to them?  Brainstorm, at least, five potential messages you wish to send your classmates.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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      Public Speaking

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

ASSIGNMENT #2

SITUATION: You have brainstormed some potential topics for your commencement address; now it is time to choose one to begin preparing.  

DIRECTION: 

1.  Discuss your brainstormed ideas with a classmate.  Explain your ideas and listen to your classmate’s feedback.  Are the ideas too broad? Too narrow?  Too cliché’? Will they appeal to this audience?

2. Choose the topic you feel would best work in your commencement address and fill out the planning sheet below.   You may consult your textbook, if needed.

1. What is your specific purpose statement?

2. What does the audience expect from “you” based upon prior knowledge, past speeches, previous interactions?

3. What are your concerns/doubts/questions regarding the topic? The audience? The situation?

4. What “tone” does the topic/situation require?

5. What techniques might you use to enhance the content and tone? See page 427.

