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1. Everyone likes a good story.  Consider shaping all or part of your essay in narrative form.  After reading so many, “as a result of this risk, I’m a better person” essays, take them on a journey, back in time.  Bring out the details that make your life so significant, so real. Try a compositional risk. Some suggestions…

i. Dialogue

ii. ‘Real-time’

iii. Vivid descriptions

iv. Stream-of-Consciousness 

v. Imagery/Symbols

2. Remember, college admissions officers read thousands of essays.  Give them something that is original and unique.  Many students write about school activities, service projects, and their grandparents’ influence.  Should you choose one of these topics, consider a more creative approach (see #1).

3. Write like a scholar.  Review your diction and syntax.  Is it elementary?  Is it trivial?  Regardless of your topic and/or content, does your writing style command attention? Respect?

4. Don’t rehash your resume’. Your application will detail all your accomplishments, classes, activities, and service projects.  Spend the time (and word count) offering something that the resume’ doesn’t – your personality, your drive, your spirit.  Consider the essay as a piece of art.  What other colors, images, edges, and insights do you want them to see of you?

5. Does your essay contain the ‘WOW’ factor?  Does your opening sentence intrigue or command attention?  Does your closure have the reader wanting to know more?  Let your essay intrigue and entice your reader into wanting to know more about you and your story.

6. Some pitfalls of college essays…

i. Be careful of the ‘Miss America’ complex.  Too much optimism can appear contrived and fake.

ii. Remember, they want to know who you are today and tomorrow (not who you were last summer, two years ago, or ten years ago).  Always bring it back to the present and your future plans.

iii. Calm down with thesaurus.com.  While your language should embrace scholarship and intelligence, too much can appear manufactured and unnatural.  Don’t make your reader think, ‘huh?’ while reading your essay.

iv. A ‘religious’ college does not necessarily mean you need a religious essay.

v. Be careful of the ‘life sucks.  College will be my key out of this life’ mentality.  A negative attitude regarding your current situation (town or school) may reflect a negative attitude later.

vi. The college is not defined by the city.  Avoid “Boston is an amazing city; so I want to go to Boston College.”  Colleges want to know that they can offer you more than a location.

Visit www.ridge414.com for more college essay information.
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